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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, JO, IS 

SUB J : YARMOUK RIVER DEVELOPMENT 
REF: AMMAN 2679 

1. WE VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THOUGHTFUL REFTEL CONTAINING COMPLETE 
AND LUCID PRESENTATION OF A COMPLICATED SUBJECT. ISRAEL'S 
SENSITIVITIES RE YARMOUK RIVER WATERS WERE DEMONSTRATED 

ONCE AGAIN LAST WEEK WHEN A JORDANIAN BULLDOZER WAS PHOTOGRAPHED 
WHILE WORKING ON THE GHOR CANAL NEAR AD ASIYA VILLAGE. 

JERUSALEM POST OF APRIL 25 CARRIED PHOTOGRAPH AND STATED 
THAT QUOTE JORDANIANS ARE BELIEVED TO BE DIVERTING 
THE WATERS OF THE YARMOUK. CONTRARY TO ISRAEL/JORDAN 
UNDERSTANDING. UNQUOTE. DAVAR OF SAME DATE STATED THAT 
QUOTE THERE IS CURRENT JORDANIAN PROJECT AIMED AT INCREASED 
EXPLOITATION OF YARMOUK WATER FOR IRRIGATION OF JORDAN VALLEY 
THROUG GHOR CANAL. LOCAL RESIDENT FEAR A CUT IN PRESENT 
QUANITITY OF WATER GOING TO ISRAEL FROM YARMOUK. END QUOTE. 

2. RE PARA 6 REFTEL, WE AGREE WITH AMMAN THAT IT WOULD BE 
PREMATURE TO RAISE YARMOUK WATER RIGHTS WITH ISRAELIS BEFORE 
THIS PROJECT IS MORE FULLY DEFINED. RE WATER SUPPLY, WE WOULD 
EXPECT THAT IF AND WHEN SUBJECT IS RAISED WITH ISRAELIES, THEY 
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USEFULLY TO COMMENT ANY FURTHER ON THIS SUBJECT AT THIS TIME. 

3. RE PARA 7 REFTEL, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ISRAELIS WOULD BE 
WILLING TO CONSIDER SEPARATE UNDERSTANDINGS WITH U.S. IN LIEU 
OF DIRECT DEALINGS WITH GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN. EITHER WAY. IT 
IS UNLIKELY THAT ISRAEL WOULD WISH TO KEEP THIS QUIET. ISRAELI 
REACTION DIFFICULT TO GAUGE WITH ANY MORE PRECISION, SINCE IT 
WILL BE DETERMINED BY OVERALL POLITICAL SITUATION IN MID EAST 
WHEN SUBJECT IS RAISED. 

4. ISRAELIS COULD ALSO VERY WELL INTRODUCE FUTHER COMPLICATIONS 
IN ANY DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT. FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON HAS IN 
RECENT PAST TOLD US THAT THERE WAS NO REASON WHY ISRAEL AND JORDAN 
COULD NOT FIND WAYS TO COOPERATE WITH EACH OTHER EVEN IF WEST 
BANK PROBLEM REMAINS UNRESOLVED. HE NOTED THAT THERE 

WERE USEFUL, COOPERATIVE PROJECTS INVOLVING BOTH COUNTRIES 
"NORTH AND SOUTH OF THE WEST BANK" WHICH SHOULD BE 
PURSUED, INCLUDING "OPEN BRIDGES POLICY" BETWEEN AQABA AND 
FIT, AT. ISRAELIS, THEREFORE, MIGHT INTRODUCE "LINKAGE BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT AREAS." 
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